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Form of study Duration Form of study Duration

lecture: 10 consultation: 10

independent study: 170 seminar: 10

Credit hours: 8

Course description

Course objective is to introduce PhD students to the genesis and development of the discipline
of the study of religions from antiquity to the present day, revealing how a move away from a
confessional theological perspective has taken place, and how the academic study of religion has
been shaped by the increasing awareness of non- European religious traditions. The problem of
defining the term "religion™ itself and the diversity of interpretations will be revealed. Doctoral
students will become familiar with the main trends, fields and schools of religious studies:
linguistic, sociological, psychological, anthropological, cultural studies, phenomenological,
post-colonial and others. Lectures and seminars will analyze the content and fundamental
problems of the study of religions, methodological principles of religious studies, paradigms of
religious behavior and experience, types of religious authority, and the concept of religious
community.

Course aims and competences: doctoral students will have an understanding of the complex
nature of post-colonial studies and its relationship with other disciplines and interdisciplinary
fields. They will learn about the patterns and stages in the development of religions, the
relationship between religious studies and theology, comparative and historical principles of
religious studies, issues of religious language, the functions and social role of religion, and the
interaction of religion with culture. Doctoral students will be able to analyze and critically
evaluate the influence of local and non-European religions on the formation of the discipline of
religious studies, and will be able to identify the prevailing European stereotypes of religious
otherness that have legitimized the colonial relationship with other religious traditions. The
knowledge of the different approaches and methods developed by the various schools of
religious studies will help PhD students to select and apply them in their research and work.
They will develop interdisciplinary, problem-oriented analytical skills and enhance cognitive
and communicative skills for a more adequate understanding of religious diversity and otherness.

Course content:

1.  Antiquity on religions;

2.  Early Christianity on religions;

3. The concept of religion in the Middle Ages;

4. The Renaissance and the Reformation on religions;
5. An Enlightenment perspective;

6. C. Darwin's evolutionism and H. Spencer;
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Muller and linguistic religious studies;

Early anthropology - J. Lubock, E. B. Taylor;

A. Lang and the irrationalism of religion;

R. R. Marett and Manism;

J. F. M'Lennan and R. Smith;

E. Durkheim's sociological method of religious studies;

J. G. Fraser on magic;

A. van Gennep on ritual transformations and initiations;

The formation of the psychology of religion (J. H. Leuba, E. D. Starbuck);
. W. James and his conception of religious experience;

J. B. Pratt's methodological views;

The conflict between religious studies and theology: the Gottingen School;
The missionary approach of J.N. Farquhar;

The methodology of N. Soderblom;

R.Otto's conception of the phenomenon of the sacred, the numinous experience;
B. Malinowski's social anthropology and A.R.Radcliffe-Brown's functionalism;
M. Weber's sociology of religion;

The cultural-historical method of ethnology and its representatives;

P. W. Schmidt and the idea of primitive monotheism;

Z. Freud's conception of religion;

C. G. Jung and archetypal psychology;

The phenomenon of mysticism and its explorations;

G. van der Leew and the principles of the phenomenology of religion;

The development of descriptive phenomenology in Scandinavia: E. Lehmann, W.
B. Kristensen;

F. Heiler's phenomenological classification of religions;

M. Eliade and R. Pettazzonis: a phenomenological history of religions;
The "geography" of the sacred and the hierophany (M. Eliade);

Religious experience in the perspective of contemporary transpersonal
psychology;

Cognitive psychological approach to the study of religion;

Anthropological empiric study of religions;

A post-colonial approach to the study of religion;

Religion in a postmodern context.
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